[Sotalol--atrial fibrillation, reduced renal function and sudden death].
Sotalol is a betablocker with additional antiarrythmic properties. Its pharmacokinetic properties may lead to increased serum levels of the drug in patients with reduced kidney function. We report on a case in which kidney failure in a patient using sotalol for paroxysmal atrial fibrillation gave rise to torsade de pointes ventricular tachycardia and, eventually, sudden death. Gradual prolongation of the QT interval suggested an overdose of sotalol. Sotalol has been commonly used in cases of angina pectoris and hypertension. The recently published SWORD study has, however, changed the indications for its use, and sotalol should now only be used in cases of severe supraventricular and ventricular arrythmias.